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Abstract of JP20001 94640 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily and 
effectively handle more peripheral devices as 
objects of management by extracting machine 
kind dependency data on the peripheral 
devices discriminated from machine kind data 
from a machine kind data base. SOLUTION: A 
PC obtains machine kind survey figure data 
(machine kind dependency data) and displays 
the survey figure on it or controls peripheral 
devices. Namely, the PC inquires machine 
kinds data of peripheral devices such as 
printers 2 to 4 and a hybrid machine 5 about 
what machine type it. For example, when the 
printer 2 as one peripheral device has a printer 
kind type being Type-A, it is answered as 
machine kind data to the PC. The PC decides 
that the printer 2 corresponds to Type-A and 
extracts the machine kind survey figure 
corresponding to the Type-C from the data 
base. The machine kind survey figure data 
extracted from the data base are displayed on 
PC and used by management software. 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 

2 **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 

CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] It is the peripheral-device managerial system characterized by to have an input means to 
by_which said system inputs the model data from said peripheral device in the system which minds network 
communication, and supervises and/or manages a peripheral device, a distinction means perform model 
distinction from said inputted model data, and an extract means extract the model dependence data of said 
peripheral device distinguished with said distinction means from a database. 

[Claim 2] The peripheral-device managerial system according to claim 1 characterized by having a 
processing means to offer said model dependence data in said peripheral device. 

[Claim 3] The peripheral-device managerial system according to claim 1 characterized by having further a 
preservation means to save said model data and said model dependence data in a database. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the peripheral-device managerial system which supervises 

and/or manages a peripheral device. 

[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] Using PC (personal computer) by the network environment is performed so 
that naturally. A peripheral device is connected to a network and the case where various peripheral devices 
are shared and used by the multiple user is increasing sharply today when it became such a time. 
[0003] this - following - the condition of "peripheral device - RIMOTO - supervising unitary 
management" - the demand of carrying out is increasing and the managed software which manages such a 
peripheral device recently is appearing on the market in a commercial scene based on such a demand. 
[0004] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in the managed software of the present condition 
which has appeared on the market in the commercial scene, the class of peripheral device made into an 
administration object is limited considerably. Because, in order to manage a peripheral device which was 
described above, it is because the information for which it depends for every peripheral device is needed. If 
the class of model of peripheral device which should correspond increases too much, since the information 
depending on a peripheral device which was described above exists for every peripheral device on the other 
hand, the work on management of the side which carries out software management may become very 
complicated and complicated, and may cause a breakdown to stopping. 

[0005] In view of a trouble which was described above, it is efficient and this invention aims the data 
depending on the class of device at the ability of a managed software side to make [ simple ] more devices 
an administration object by offering the system excellent in expandability. 
[0006] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In the system which the peripheral-device managerial system which 
applies to this invention in order to attain the purpose which was described above minds network 
communication, and supervises and/or manages a peripheral device, said system is characterized by to have 
an input means input the model data from said peripheral device, a distinction means perform model 
distinction from said model data which inputted, and an extract means extract from a database the model 
dependence data of said peripheral device which distinguished with said distinction means. 
[0007] Such a peripheral-device managerial system may have a preservation means to have a processing 
means to offer said model dependence data, and to save the model data and said model dependence data of 
said peripheral device in said peripheral device at said database. 
[0008] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Hereafter, it explains, referring to a drawing about the gestalt of operation of 
this invention. Drawing 1 is drawing showing the configuration of the peripheral -device managerial system 
in the gestalt of operation of this invention. As shown in drawing 1 , the peripheral -device system 
concerning this invention has the composition that peripheral devices, such as PCI, a printer 2 and a printer 
3, a printer 4, and the compound machine 5, are connected through the network communication 10, such as 
LAN. 

[0009] And in peripheral devices, such as the above-mentioned printer 2, a printer 3, a printer 4, and the 
compound machine 5, the device information offer section which has the information about a self device is 
contained for every peripheral device, and this section is the processing section which can use offer or 
information for the device information by the side of a peripheral device as a database. 
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[0010] Moreover, in said PC, it has device information acquisition / management processing section for 
acquiring and/or managing the device information about a peripheral device, and this section has the 
software installed in PC of a manager or a general user. A database can also be formed in PC which has 
device information acquisition / management processing section for acquiring and/or managing this device 
information, or a manager's PC and a general user's PC. 

[001 1] Next, actuation of invention according to claim 1 is explained. It explains first, referring to drawing 2 
about flowing until PC of drawing 1 acquires model general-view Fig. data (model dependence data) from a 
printer 1 , and displays the general-view Fig. on PC or manages a peripheral device. 

[0012] PC asks the model data about what a model type is to peripheral devices, such as a printer 2, a printer 

3, a printer 4, and the compound machine 5, (step S10). Corresponding to the inquiry from said PC, the 
printer 2 which is one of the peripheral devices answers PC in this as model data, when it is printer kind type 
=Type-A (step Sll). 

[0013] PC distinguishes that reception and a printer 2 are equivalent to Type-A in the response from one 
printer 2 of a peripheral device, and the model general-view Fig. data equivalent to Type-A are extracted 
from a database (step SI 2). Although it is desirable to be prepared in PC which has device information 
acquisition / management processing section for acquiring and/or managing device information as for this 
database, said database may be formed in the peripheral device, or it may be prepared in a manager's PC, 
and said database may be farther formed in a general user's PC. 

[0014] Thus, the model external view data extracted from the database are displayed on PC, and said model 
external view data are used on management software (step SI 3). In addition, it is the same as that of the 
above also to the printer 3 which are other peripheral devices, a printer 4, and the compound machine 5. 
[0015] Next, actuation of invention according to claim 2 is explained. It explains flowing until PC of 
drawing 1 acquires model general-view Fig. data (model dependence data) from a printer 1 and displays the 
general-view Fig. on PC, referring to the flow chart of drawing 3 . 

[0016] PC asks [ which is one of the peripheral devices ] what a model type is, for example to a printer 2 
(step S21). According to this inquiry, a printer 2 answers with model type =Type-A (step S22). 
[0017] Subsequently, PC requires model general-view Fig. data (model dependence data) from a printer 2 
(step S23). According to the demand from this PC, a printer 2 transmits model general-view Fig. data to PC 
(step S24). 

[0018] PC displays a general-view Fig. for the transmitted model general- view Fig. data on reception and 
PC from a printer 2, and said model external view data are used on management software (step S25). In 
addition, it is the same as that of the above also to the printer 3 which are other peripheral devices, a printer 

4, and the compound machine 5. 

[0019] Next, actuation of invention according to claim 3 is explained. It explains flowing until PC of 
drawin g 1 acquires model general-view Fig. data (model dependence data) from a printer 1 and a printer 3 
and displays the general-view Fig. on PC, referring to drawing 4 . 

[0020] PC asks said this appearance what a model type is to a printer 2 (step S31). A printer 2 answers with 
model type =Type-A of self according to the inquiry from PC (step S32). PC distinguishes that that model 
type is model type =Type-A from the response from one printer 2 of a peripheral device, and it investigates 
whether the model general-view Fig. data of this Type-A already exist in a database (step S33). 
[0021] And when the model external view data of Type-A do not exist in a database, the device information 
acquisition / Management Department in PC demand model dependence data from the peripheral device of a 
target to supervise and/or manage (step S34). According to the demand from this PC, the printer 2 of a 
peripheral device transmits model general-view Fig. data to PC (step S3 5). 

[0022] PC saves said acquired model data and said model dependence data through a preservation means for 
the transmitted model general-view Fig. data in reception and a database from one printer 2 of a peripheral 
device. The model general-view Fig. of such model dependence data is displayed on PC, and said model 
external view data are used on management software (step S36). In addition, when saving model data and 
model dependence data in a database, you may save using an ID number etc. for every model data or model 
dependence data, and model data and model dependence data may be associated, and an ID number etc. may 
be attached and saved. Thus, it relates, and by saving, a related model is put together or the merit of being 
able to classify, classify and save arises. 

[0023] Moreover, in step S33, when model dependence data exist in a database to the acquired model data, 
without requiring model dependence data from the printer 2 of a peripheral device, from a database, the 
model dependence data of this peripheral device are extracted, a general-view Fig. is displayed on PC, or 
said model external view data are used on management software (step S3 3 -> step S36). In addition, it is the 
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same as that of the above also to the printer 3 which are other peripheral devices, a printer 4, and the 

compound machine 5. 

[0024] 

[Effect of the Invention] By use of the peripheral-device managerial system concerning this invention 
explained above, it becomes possible to put more peripheral devices into an administration object easily and 
efficiently. 

[0025] Since it puts in a database and has model dependence data by the PC side with the peripheral -device 
managerial system according to claim 1, useless communication links can be reduced, and the performance 
on the managed software of the peripheral -device system concerning this invention can also improve, and 
network confusion can also be mitigated. 

[0026] The model of peripheral device which is an administration object can be increased without carrying 
out expansion to a managed software side with a peripheral-device managerial system according to claim 2, 
since the peripheral-device side has all model dependence data. 

[0027] If the model dependence data to the same model type are in the data (a model type and model 
dependence data) already acquired / saved, useless communication links are reducible with a peripheral- 
device managerial system according to claim 3 using this. Moreover, the performance of the peripheral- 
device managerial system concerning this invention can also improve, and network confusion can also be 
mitigated. And the merit that the model of administration object can be increased also exists, without 
carrying out expansion to a managed software side, since the peripheral-device side has all model 
dependence data. 

[Translation done.] 
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